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Review by Catherine Wargo

MOUNT DESERT — Acadia
Repertory Theatre's new produc-
ton, “Sec How They Run™ by
Philip King, directed by Ken
Stack. 1s a zany comedy featuring
a cluss of humor that is unique to
the Brits but a crowd-pleaser any-
where in the world.

The detutled and functional set
of # vicur's house in a small,
Enghsh town, Merton-cum-
Muddlewick, serves as the back-
drop for almost two hours of non-
stop action. The home's nghtful
inhabitants are a pair of newly
weds, the village vicar, Rev,
Lionel Toop, played by Roben
Libbey, and his bride, Penelope,
an Amernican actress, played by
Emma Gochberg.

These two actors bring the
characters’ cultural differences to
hilarious life. Their dialogue con-
tains the incvitable squabbles of
newlyweds, as well as the differ-
ences between British versus
Amenican customs. humor, lan-
guage und mannerisms.

Mr. Libbey pulls oft both his
Bnitish uccent and the discomfort
of a painfully polite mun who
f1inds he must scold his young wife
for such trunsgressions as wearing
trousers 1o the town square. Miss
Gochberg wlso is convincing in
her brash, Americun-style self-
confidence.

Laoter the hystenical Chernie
Wiallss, who plays Idu, the couple’s
smart-mouthed but loyal maid.

The energetic Miss Willis is the
source of many of the funmicst

* moments in the show, spending

much of her time trying to fend off
a prying neighbor, Miss Skillon,
played by Kimberley Forbes. This
gal, m her loud, pnnt dress and
Jackel and nidsculous hat, has her
nose so deeply 1n everyone else’s
business they all benn to tnp over
i, Ms, Forbes does well here,
making her character both annoy-
ing and funny.

Doug Meswarb plays Corporal
Clive Winton, an old acting buddy
of Mrs. Toop’s from America, The

, -

story takes off when Penclope
convinces Clive to change out of
his Amencan Anmy uniform and
INto & Vicar's VeStments to accom-
pany her for a night on the town
when her husband is away.

“Oh, I don’t know .... Every
play 1I've seen where the charac-
ters try to do something like this, it
ends up in nothing but trouble,”
Cpl. Winton resists. This s not the
only tume the aclors refer (o the
predicaments the playwnght is
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Doug Meswarb and Emma Gochberg get up to some deviltry in the
Acadia Rep production of “See Mow They Run.”
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:- putting them in

| fectly chorcographed [fast-for- |

~ a device Lhat |
cnhances (he intimacy between
the players and the andience.
The Bishop of Lax, Mrs
Toup's uncle, is scheduled to
visil the next day and, of course, |

|he shows up curly @ & most

mopportune time. Played by
Michael S. Miller, the bishop is
bastion of British rectitude, and |
soon things start (o get way out

| of control. Add to the mix one |

Russian escapee dressed in 2
vicar’s costume, played mysteri-
ously by Josh Chenard; one
pasty, conservative SCrmoniZer,
the Rev, Arthur Humphrey, |
played by Chris Korte; and one
constuble, Scrgeant Towers,
played by Frank Beck, and you
have one haywire plol m per- |

ward motion. “See How They
Run” is taly a laugh-out-loud
comedy, and should get some
serious guffaws (rom even the
most jaded theater goers. The
play runs through Aug. II.|
Curtain time is 8:15 p.m.

Next up at Acadia Rep will
be their annual Agatha Christie

mystery. Ten Little Inchuns
will open on August 13 and run |
through September 1. |

This season’s Children’s
Theater program is offering the
stage adaptation of Margery
Williams, endearing book, The
Velveteen  Rabbit  every
Wednesday and Saiurday at
10:30

wm., through August 31. For
reservations, call 244-7260. W



