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Christopher Carter read my mind over the phone. During our conversstion, he was able
toll me the position of objects on my desk by resding subtietics in my wice, He freaked
bell oul of me — and | liked i2. Carter is considered one of the world's most skilled thought-
readers, and he performs across the country al colleges, corporations, and other venues,
His mind-reading abilities have more to do with 2 moture of psychology and mystery than
with ‘magic’ - and he will be the first to tell you thal. *) & my job == a mentalist tn use
applled psychology Lo mold and bend 2 person's understanding of reality, and to that end,
in & major part of my show | use a range of non-verbal technigues and hypautic-like sug
grstians with audience participants in order Lo mess with their minds,” be says,

UR Chicago: How did you get started?

Christopher Carter: When | was a litthe kad, my parents bought me a kiddie magic kit with
a top hat and a rabbit and all that. They realized they might have created 3 monster when
| was obsessively duing tricks — they thought that developing new inlerests mighl be
goad for me. | had this Uncle Bud, who was a retired army colunel, so they wanted me to
spend some time with him, doing guy stuff — fishing, all that. On Wednesday nights
Uncle Bud would have a poker game, and | was the enand boy — | would watch him lase!
his shirt on 3 regular basis. | picked up on the fact that whenever Bud had a decent han
he would twirl his wedding hand. | tald my mam, who's a psychologist, and she gol

a boak an body language. | worked out a skill guessing what playing card someone is
thinking aboul. N's impossible ta cantrol your hody language, After that | just start
searching for ways ta amaze people with the way thal their brains work.

Whose mind would you most want to read? Ary major politician - you could
much take your pick. Because | think it wauld be cool to find out where their honestly an
dishonesty lles — I'm good at doing that. Bush would be a major gas, Bill Clinton woul
have been lou. Maybe Michael Jacksan — he just scems not quite human.

Do you use your powers for good or evil? Kind of depends on the muod | am in.

What am 1 thinking right mow? You're prubably thinking, *Gee, is there any way he cany
really tell what | am thinking?* Am | right?

Yes. What's brown and sticky? | just Look my dog lor 2 walk...

Wrong. A stick. What's the biggest drawback? The greatest advantage? People
really scared when they see what | can do on stage — then they're like “Oh, | don't

to be near you, you'll read my mind.” The biggest advantage is that I'm a great nngotiatar,
Also, being able to amaze prople in such a personal way is very rewarding.

If you cowld have one other super power (other than the one you already have) what|
would it be? Definitely the sbility to predict winning lattery numbers. | can't predict any ran-
dam events - human behawvior is key, and lottery balis don't have behavior or minds Lo resd.

Who Is your Ideol? Obscure entertainers from the 1Bous and 15008 — peaple who did this,
surt of thing in the “olden days.” Washingtan Irving Bishop was one of the first people
truly “read minds™ — using people's unconscious molor resctions to guess what they are.
Lhinking. | like people who reslly value mystery, and he is one of those people,

How is the fiald of psychelogy related to what you do? IL provides me wilh 2 set uf tech-
niques or skills Lo predict Lhe way people are gaing to behave and influence the way peo-
ple are going ta behave. Lots of things that involve reading people are not verbal com-
munication — it's understanding likely behavier but reading what they are daing. It's|
making them think what you want them ta think, then telling them what that Is.

Do you think | could become a mind reader? Absolutely — amything | do, | think anyooe|
could do — but it does take seven years af salitary meditation. Just kidding.

“Christopher Carter Messes With Your Mind" runs st the Theatre Building
(1225 w, Belmont) from June 3-August 3, Thursdays-Saturdays at 8 p.m.
Tickets $25.528, call 773/327.5252




