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Hancock County Encore

by Catherine Wargo

MOUNT DESERT — Cheryl
Chase had no intention of making
Turks Head rope bracclets when

she opencd her Northeast Harbor
shop, Tmpeessions, in 1972, What
she had in mind was to fill the little
space with her stitchery, candles,
hatik work and other cralls und
spend her time in the store making
maore.

But within two years e braxd-
ed nuutcul bends thut shink (o fit
uny wrist or ankle and bave (© be
cul off w0 be removesd, hid become
a fad throughout the country — at
least any place within sight of the
sea — and Ms. Chase figured since
she knew how to do them, it would
bhe foolish to buck the tide of popu-
lar demand.

Thirty years later she is stll fill-
mg that demund. A demand that
continues to be so strong. Ms.
Chase no longer has time to fill the
shop with her other crafts, and
lmpressions has now evolved mto a
a Maine theme.

“Oh, T still make balsan bags
and disty bags, but most of my tme
in here is spent on the bracelets,”
she says.

In fact, today Ms. Chase is mak
ing a rope beacelet for a father, who
is accompanied by his son. The boy
got the hraceles carlier in the week,
and when his father saw it, he
remembered getting one years ago,
when he was a child. He retumed to
Impressions to get his own.

“T'm on the sccond gencration,

~now ™ says Ms. Chase.

“Thank God it’s not the third.”
Well, not yet at leust.

The Turk’s Head knot cun be
found in any knot book, according
to Ms. Chuse, und the bracelet s
actually in old sea-lanng wradilion
started by bored or wle satlors on
whitling ships who passed the (e
tymng koots and making handerafis
with maerials ar hand. Fimingly,
Ms. Chase honed her skills in thas
field on sailors, as well. Not old

her okd Fleet [nends came into her
shop and asked i she still made the
bracelets.

The rest is three decudes of his-
tory. apparently without uny end in
sight.

"It just keeps gefting more and
more popular” says Ms, Chase.
She adds she has never advertised
Uns product, preferring, to keep her
Lilke side business as 2 word-of -
iouth thing.

Now she pulls out a cliphoard of
appointment sheets, a system she

salts, hut the started  using
young oncs who about  three
amived every years ago. The
summer to sail days ure full of
m the Northeast appuintments,
Harbor  Flect some  Lurmiles
;. comng 1 with
Ms. Chuse four or [ive
was bom on kids, and the
Mount  Desert parents  them
Iskand one sum- selves  gefting
mer whea her bracelets, as
faher — a well.  “The
teacher mn < bracclets  are
Massachusetts  Some of her customers have nON-Sexist. non-
W been returning lo Cheryl Chase  uageist, anyonc
atthe Fleet. Asa o renew their rope bracelets for can get them
child she contin-  3p YRQrS. PETER TRAVERS PHATO “Kids are get-
ued to spend her ling two or
sumiers  here, three these
and after keaming, how to make the  days, and on their imkles, 100,"
heacelets from a friend of her older She says the bracelets were
brother she’d make them for some  ariginally thack while cotton rope,
of her friends down at the Fleet. These days she has switched 10

As an adult she married, moved

‘here year-round, and opened her
‘own shop on Main Street in

Northeast Harbor. One day, onc of

thinner rope, which makes a2 more
delicate band, and has added colors
which she dyes herself. She says
bright hlue is the most popular.

Roped into tradition

Ms Gnse says sbc has had
requesss (o make her bracelets on
stuffed anamals, dolls, aroued casts,
for parties — including entire wed-
ding paries, Although she's been
asked, she won't do dogs” collirs,
For onc thing it would take wo
long, and for another, since the
bracelets have no clasp, she’s not
sure it would be safe around a2
dog’s, cat’s or anyone else’s neck.

In the past 30 years Ms. Chase's
rope brucelets have become some-
thizg of an MDI tradition,

They can last SiX or seven
years,” says Ms, Chase, “but most
kids get one each year. They come
back every year and 1 cut the old
onc off, and du a new one, 1 think
the bracelets are symbol of sum-
mers on the island. In the winter
kids can look at the bracclets as a
reminder of their summers in
Miine.”

Ms. Chase says she now keeps a

rope bracelet book at the counter of
hershup Kids can sign the hook
when they get a new bracelet, and
when they come back the pext year
look up therr old signatures — like
growing chuldren checking their old
height measurements  scrutched
ontn & door frame.

At the front of her shop there's a
Dan Falt bench, in the shape a big
wooden cat, where kids can st 1o
wait their am. *

They talk to him sometimes,
und sometimes they fall off,” she
uys\“kmgetainlcmlofam-

Actually, Ms. Chase does not
make her primary living from the
bracelets which a¢ $10 a pop doa't
really cover the time, cffort auxd
mamalsahepmmmmcm But
o keep the price low
Gmghlumkcﬂmaﬁmﬂahlelu
her hest clhients. It's the gift shop

§'

that pays the rent. Still, she uys
she's happy to keep her hauds busy
weaving (b loops of rope that bind
her in a conlinuous coil to the past.

When asked about the fitee of
her husiness, Ms. Chase kanghs, i
says, “Well, 1 puess 'R st keep
doing it undl I inove away, oe die.”

Until either of thuse sad events
occur, Ms. Chase uccepes 15-
minute  bracelel  uppointments
Monday through Saturday from 11
am. | pnand 2 w 4 pm. Call
276-5528. |



